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The Letters of Elsa Sommer to Ruth Holliéinder

1937.12.05 to 1939.06.09
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Birth Certificate of Elsa Sommer, 1914.07.01
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Ruth Holliinder was born 1915.01.09 in Hilchenbach and emigrated from Germany on 1937.11.01.
Just before she left she received a letter, dated 1937.10.27 and a photo from from her cousin Else
Sommer, born 1914.07.01 in Heinebach. After she left she received at least seven more letters.
Some of these also had messages from other members of Else Sommer’s family.

N.B. The writing paper used was very thin and one could often see the writing on the back side.
Thus in some cases a high contrast photocopy was first made; this accounts for the white back-
ground on some pages and a yellowish tint when a scan was made directly from the letter.

Letter 1. Else Sommer in Nordrach to Ruth Holliinder in Hilchenbach, 1937.10.27.
Best wishes in the new world.

Letter 2. Else Sommer in Nordrach to Ruth Holliinder in New York, 1937.12.05.
Happy to have received first letter.

Letter 3. Else Sommer in Nordrach to Ruth Holliinder in New York, 1938.01.19.
Has heard little from her brother Fritz. Has not heard from her very orthdox relatives in
Eiterfeld [This refers to the family of Rosa Sommer].

Letter 4, Else Sommer in Heinebach to Ruth Holliinder in New York, 1938.03.26.
Back home in Heinebach as is brother Fritz (sick); wrote to Ruth's parents in Hilchen-
bach; Abraham Sommer going to Hilchenbach for Pessach. Written message from Fritz
Sommer, Lina Katz, and Irma Sommer and [?]
Else Sommer in Heinebach to Ruth Holliinder in New York, 1938.06.12.
Understands that Ruth Hollinder often visits Tante Rosa [Rosa Sommer, see letter 3;
thus we learn that the latter was already in New York]. Goes to the garden in nice
weather. Hears often from Julie Sommer [the mother of Ruth Hollinder who lived in
Hilchenbach].

Letter 6. Else Sommer in Heinebach to Ruth Holkiinder in New York, 1938.07.17.
Includes a message from Lina Sommer.

Kristalnacht: 1938.11.09
Letter 7. Else Sommer in Nordrach to Ruth Holliinder in New York, 1939.01.09.
Else Sommer restarted working.
Letter 8. Else Sommer in Nordrach to Ruth Hollidnder in New York, 1939.06.09.

“My dear Fischler's” [Ruth Holliinder and Sigmund Fischler were married 1939.03.19].
Selma Holliinder [sister of Ruth Holliinder, see ancestor group 7] can now travel [to
England).

The Sequel

From [Hecker,2011,p.334], we learn that Else Sommer had lived with her great-uncle Jacob
Katzenstein [son of Amelie Marx and Abraham Katzenstein of ancestor group 1] in 1935 and
1936. She and her parents and a younger sister were deported from Kassel to the Sobibér extermi-
nation camp on 1942.06.01.
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The Letters of Elsa Sommer to Ruth Hollander
05.12.1937 to 09.06.1939

he pictures are in the subdirectory: ABRAHAM_SOMMER+CHILDREN/LETTERS_ELSE_SOMMER

Click here to return to the table of contents for ABRAHAM SOMMER FAMILY

Ruth Hollinder was barn 09.01.1915 in Hilchenbach and emigrated from Germany on 01.11.1937. Just before she left she received a letter,
dated 27.10.1937 and a photo from from her cousin Else Sommer, born 01.07.1914 in Heinebach. After she left she received at least savan
more letters. Some of these also had messages from other members of Else Sommer's family.

N.B. The writing paper used was very thin and one could often see the writing on the back side. Thus in some cases a high contrast
photocopy was first made; this accounts for the white background on some pages and a yellowish tint when a scan was made directly from
the letter. The images are all in the subdirectory: LETTERS_ELSE_SOMMER.

» Signed photo of Else Sommer, probably the photo-—taken the previgus year (1936)-—-referred to in Letter 1

» Letter 1 from Else Sommer in Nordrach to Ruth Hollinder in Hilchenbach, 27.10.1937
Best wishes In the new world.

Letter 2, page 1 from Else Sommer in Nordrach to Ruth Hollinder in New York, 05.12.1937
Latter 2, page 2
Happy to have received first letter.

Letter 3, page 1 from Else Sommer in Nordrach to Ruth Hollinder in New York, 19.01.1938
Letter 3, page 3

Has heard little from her brother Fritz.

Letter 3. page 3

Has not heard from her very orthdox relatives in Eiterfeld (family of Rosa Soammer).
Letter 3, page 4

Letter 4, page 1 from Else Sommer in Heinebach to Ruth Hollinder in New York, 26.03.1938

Back home in Heinebach as is brother Fritz (sick); wrote to Ruth's parents in Hilchenbach; Abraham Sommer going to Hilchenbach for
Passach.

lattor 4, pange 2

Speaks of irma.

Letter 4, page 3

Groetings from Abraham Sommer. Mes_age from Fritz Sommer, Lina Katz, and Irma Sommer.

Lotter 4, page 4

Message from 7

Letter 5, page 1 from Else Sommer in Heinebach to Ruth Hollinder in New York, 12.06.1938
Understands that she visits Tante Rosa often; so the latter was in New York (cf. letter 3). Goes to the garden in nice weather. Hears
often from Julie Sommer.

Letter 5. page 2

Letter 6, page 1 from Else Sommer in Heinebach to Ruth Hollinder in New York, 17.07.1938
Letter 6, page 2
Message from Lina Sommaer.

Kristalnacht: 09.11.1938

Letter 7 from Else Sommer in Nordrach to Ruth Hellinder in New York, 09.01.1939
Has restarted working.

Letter 8, page 1 from Else Sommer in Nordrach to Ruth Holldnder in New York, 09.06.,1939

“*My dear Fischler's" [Ruth Ruth Hollinder and Sigmund Fischler were married 19.03.1939]. Selma Hollinder can now travel [to
England].

Letter 8, page 2

Click here to return to the table of contents for ABRAHAM_SOMMER_FAMILY
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The Family Abraham Sommer

The pictures are in the CD subdirectory: ABRAHAM_SOMMER+CHILDREN
Click here to return to the table of contants for HEINEBACH

The albums of Ruth Hollinder contained only one photo of Else Sommer and one of Fritz Sommer, but she was obviously very close to the
family as witness the correspendence with Else Sommer and the attempts to locate members of the family after the war.

i d versions of all the llustrations
If you then click on one of these small sized versions you will see the larger picture. Note that the small sized versions follow the
order of the titles and not the structured order given below.

Birth certificate of Abraham Sommer [abraham_sommer_birth.png] ;
Born 21.03.1884, Heinebach. Signed by Koppel Sommar. ’{! s -~ r

1 ‘
Signature of Abaham Sommer [else_sommer_birth.png] Fi l; P> J 3‘4‘/
Handwriting of Lina Katz [sub-directory LETTERS ELSE SOMMER/etter 4C.png]
The latter to Ruth Holl&kamider is dated 26.03.1938

Birth certificate of Else Sommer [else_sommer_birth.png]
Born 01.07.1914, Heinebach. Signed by Abraham Sommer.

Sianed photo of Else Sommer [else_sommer_1937.png]
Probably the photo referred to in Letter 1, dated 27.10.1937.

The Letters of Else Sommer to Ruth Hollinder [sub-directory LETTERS ELSE SOMMER]
Seven letters, written between 27. 10.1937 and 09.06.1939, from Elsa Sommer in Nordrach/Heinebach to her cousin Ruth Hollinder in
New York. Soma of these letters also cuntain messages from other people.

Handwriting of Irma Sommer [sub-directory LETTERS_ELSE_SOMMER/letter_4C.pngl
The lettar to Ruth Holl&amider is dated 26.03.1938

Birth certificate of Sigfried (Fritz) Sommer [sigfried_sommer_birth.png]
Born 012.02, Helnebach. Signed by Abraham Sommer.

Handwriting of Fritz Sommer [sub-directory LETTERS ELSE_SOMMER/Metter_4C.png]
The latter to Ruth Holldnder is dated 26.03.1938

Request by Sol Katrenstein for an American visa for Abraham Sommer and family [abraham_sommer_visa_request.png]

Sol Katzenstein was probably the son of Samuel Katzenstein, a brother of Sarah Katzenstein who in turn was the mother of Abraham
Sommer. The date Is 1941 when the U,5. was not yet at war with Germany.

Ruth Hollinder attempts to locate Abraham, Elss and Fritz Sommer

[request search abraham_sommer_01.05.1945. partial_ answar.png]

Red Cross form, dated May 1, 1945, just as the war in Europe was ending.

Answer from the Red Cross, dated May 1, 1945 [red_cross_answer_19.07.1846.png]

Click here to return to the table of contents for HEINEBACH
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State of New Yerk r é¢1f§¢ 3
W™ R Be SuL relel ey

I, Sel Iltlcliiiil, residing at 84-57 Beverly Read, Kew Gardems,
Leng Island, New Yerk, being duly sweram, depese and say:

That I am a oitizen eof the United States, am semcermed abeus

the welfare of my eeusins, Abraham Semmer, his wife, Lima Semmer,
and their three shildrem, Else Semmer, Irma Semmer and Siegfried
Semmer,

In view of the abeve mentiemed relatiemskip to these relatives,
and my old and intiméte family cemnectien, I have a streng
senss of meral respemsibilisty teward shem.

I Reredy repeat my assuramee that I shall preperly receive
and care fer them upem their arrival im this sountry and that
I will net permitthem te beceme a public oharge upen any
semmunity er mumioipality.

Ny preseat dependents censist of my wife, Mrs. Adels Katzemstain.
I attach herete ocepy of my last imceme tax retura, shewimg an
annual gress imceme frem real estite ef almest 7 2.000.ee

and frem eecupatien im bdusimesa of mere tham £ 30,000.s0

and a net imceme of mere tham § 1%.000.ee

This petitien 1s made by me in erder that the Hemerable
Ameriean Censul adread will visa the passperts eof my relatives.

I may add that there is space emeugh in my heme for these

relatives te live im with my wife and me, and I weuld be happy
and ready %e take them inte my heuse and t> take care ef
everything they nmesi.

Subsrived and svera te befPre me,
a Netary Publie im and fer said
County this day of 1941.

I UULLULLL
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THE AMERICAN RED CROSS
NEW YORK CHAPTER

318 LEXINGTOMN AVE., Com. 38TH STREET
HEW YORK 18, M, Y.

Feorelgn Inquiry Service

205 East 42nd Stree
Roem 1261 Eu{'}' 19, 1946

Mrs. th Fischler BE: Sommer, Abraham
ESS Hzgt 151st Street Heinebach, near Kessel

New York 31, New York Hess-n, Germany

Dear Madam:

Referring to your inguiry or May 1, 1945 concerning
the above named perasomn, we attaech hereto copy of form
returned by the Internstional Committee of the

Red Croas.

We are sorry that the Internatlonal Committee wasas
unable to loécate the addrgssee. f;

vf *f.’ﬁ?:ii'(,ro;r;?«

A ge %ell
Asdty £o the ExecutivePirector

-

1

2

3

4




Washington, D. C.

J “nternational Red Cross Committee
Geneva, Switzerland
CIVILIAN MESSAGE FORM

Sender

+ AMERICAN RED CROSS R 8IS 1o

Nome . FISCHLER, Rath

Street _
Ciw _HE‘W fDI‘R El i
Citizen of - el e T
Relaﬁonship [j:ln pnuqht._ niece
Chapter ew 4

Message

{Maws of personal or family character; nol mors than 5 words)

How are you all and children? How are
Elsie and Fritz? Please answer. Love.

Ruth

Identifying Data
W T ross SOMMER , Abraham

tnohach. near KaSSel | puhplace 1 Germany.



Do UMEATS LE R TAinwins 7o

i g # e " - 'T p ] A BT A
# &1 A4 r.-lr. : ,J-.-f/ z ,’._ vl ,ﬁ r',' y ‘/" f‘,.r _'_?; /"‘,/‘;,‘f .. a'?'rlft’,f
i




COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE -GENEVE

+

INTER ARMA CARITAS
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AMERICAN RED CROSS g 0
Washington, D. C,
. international Red Cross Committee
Geneva, Switzerland
CIVILIAN MESSAGE FORM
Sender
Name __FISCHLER, Raith d e il &
Steot _ 628 Wst I5ISt . TN
City New York ol 6 SE:!E HT
Citizen of _ UsD +hs Tos o 2
ﬂ 'EGE
e e —

{Hmﬂwuﬂwhnﬁrmum:nﬂmuﬂul-nm}

How are you all and children? How are
Elsie and Fritz? Please answer. Love,

Ruth

wr

Addressee

Identifying Data

e JOMMER, Abraham

;;imm***nebﬁch near Kassel | puioce Germany
I‘-'-"—‘——-__,,.

- ! and date
Country_ Hegggf;m N LTI .

Réponse au verso g‘;}j‘tﬂ :ﬂ“lnluul umge”
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THE AMERICAN RED CROSS
NEW YORK CHAPTER

318 LEXINGTOMN AVE., Con. 3BTH STREET
HEW YORK 18, M. Y.

Forelgn Inquiry Service
205 East 42nd Stree
Room 1201 h’ 19, 1946

Mrs. Ruth Fischler RE: Sommer, :ﬂkhrahain
QEE West 151lst Street Heinebach, near Kessel

New York 31, New York Hess~n, Germany

Dear Madam:

Referring to your inguiry of May 1, 1945 econcerning
the sbove named persomn, we attach hereto copy of form
returned by the International Commlittee of the

Red Cross.

We are sorry that the International Commlittee was

unable to locate the addrgssee. /
b= d ?.;

vs’ ¥ tfﬂﬁ’{y your$

7/agorge ‘ell
Addty £o the Executivesdirector




State of New Yerk)
City eof New Yerk ) 88
Queens Ceunty )

I, Sel Katzenstein, residing at 84-51 Beverly Head, Kew Gardems,
Leng Island, New York, being duly swern, depese and say:

That I am a oitizen of the United States, am eencerned about

the welfare eof my coeusins, Abrahsm Semmer, his wife, Lina Sommer,
and their three ehildren, Else Semmer, Irma Seommer and Siegfried
Sommer,

In view of the above mentioned relatiemship to these relatives,
end my eld and intimdte family oennectien, I have a streng
sense of meral respemsibility teward them.

I hereby repeat my assurance that I shall preperly receive
and care for them upen their arrival im this ceuntry and that
I will net permitthem te beceme a public ocharge upon any
community er mumicipality.

My present dependents censist eof my wife, Mrs. Adele Katzenstein.

I attach herete copy eof my last imoceme tax returm, shewimg an
annual gress income from real estite eof malmest ¥ 2.000.ee

and frem esocupatien in busimess of mere tham £ 30.000.00

and a net inoeme of mere than ¥ 15.000.90

This petitien is made by me in erder that the Hemerable
American Censul abread will visa the passperts eof my relatives.

I may add that thers is space eneugh in my heme fer these
relatives te live in with my wife and me, and I weuld be happy
and ready te take them irte my heouse and %» take care of
everything they nesi.

Subsribved and swern te befpre me,
a Netary Public in and fer saild
Ceunty this day of 1941,




ol Eatzenstein, realdi at f4=502 Beaverly Ho

Yor! saing duly sworn depose and say:

of” the United Ssaten, o
wsin ~braham Sommer, his wife Lina

an’ Siagfried Sommer who are now residing at

are sanxioms tn imigzrate to the United Steolles to Joln

sen¥loned relationshin to those relatives |and

1ly connection to mf coUslh anad hIs ere=I L-,‘_.,___
esponsibility towards them, S

ent my assurance that 1 shall pr
rrivel 1 1is country and that
publie chargse o eny oo

ntivesn,

thnt +hare 4 apara ana *h in mv home for thome
-
with mv wife and me and I would be hanny spd rady to

~

house and to take of of evervthing thar need,

b e« » s » 8 notary

Public , duly commissioned do hereby
certify thet this aflidavid was swom

tﬂ !’\r\r"nr!n me t“‘iﬁ...-t."?"f‘-r Df‘........f 1[?"11
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Am 24. Januar 1959 verschied unsere liebe
" Mutter, Schwmgermutter Grossmutter, Schwa-
gerin und Tante e

ROSA MILLER

(OLEHO HASHALEM)
| geb. SOMMER
(fruher Ell:erfeld Hessen)

- Frau des verstorbenen Isack Mll]er '

im 77. Lebens;ahre

BERTHA KATZ, geb. Mlller
ELSIE NEUMANN, geb. Miller
META LEVY, geb. Miller
“SENTA SCHLOSS, geb. Miller -
- Schwiegerschne und 10 Enkelkmder. |
802 Avenue N, ankiyn 30, N. Y. | -
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